














I fi rst meet Graeme Cossgrove, Cossy to 
everyone, around 1983/84. A group of chaps 
who were then involved with The New Zealand 
Wing of the Confederate Air Force, used to meet 
at the then UEB Social Club rooms in Short 
St over in Auckland City, once a month for a 
Social get together. While 
they had been domiciled 
at what was then Dairy 
Flat Airfi eld since about 
1979/80 they didn’t yet 
have the capacity at the 
airfi eld to have social 
gathers or meetings. So 
they meet in town at UEB 
Head Offi ce.
I remember always Cossy 
had a ready smile and a 
welcoming handshake along with some cheeky 
remark that would set the whole tone of a fi ne 
evening. He enjoyed a darn fi ne social time and 
was often the centre point for much mirth and 
merriment. He also enjoyed dancing. The waltz 
was a favourite followed closely by a good rock 
n roll session. He was a darn fi ne dancer, fl eet of 
foot. Cossy grew up in the New Lynn area where 
he lived with his Mum & Dad. Keith passed away 
before I meet Cossy none the less the way he 
talked about his Dad back then; you felt you had 
known him also.
Cossy continued living at home with his Mum 
and towards the end of Cath’s days he nursed 
her. After Cath passed away he sold the family 
home and bought a smaller unit not too far from 
the family home.
At the time he was working for the Auckland Bus 

company that later became The 
Yellow Bus Company. He did an 
apprenticeship with the company 
which gave him his trade. He 
worked many years there before 
being made redundant in one of 
many company restructures. He 
would go on to work for several 
years for Stan & Gilly Smith, 
before
becoming the Aero Clubs Grounds 
man about fi ve years ago. Who will 
ever forget “The Pink Panther”?
Cossy’s introduction to vintage 
aircraft came about via his Dad’s 
involvement with the setting up of 
the MOTAT Aviation Park at Meola 
Road. From memory he was still 
at school when he started going 
to Meola Road with his Dad and 

the tinkering with old
aircraft began. A lifelong love affair with aircraft 
and their engines that was second to none. Boy 
he sure could make an engine talk sweetly. 
Cossy had a fi ne ear when it came to the noise 

an engine should make and 
to those who didn’t have 
the same fi nely tuned ear, a 
sense of wonderment when 
he solved the problem.
I remember his absolute 
pride and great sense of 
accomplishment when 
N1182F fi nally arrived in New 
Zealand after a bit of a glitch. 
When she landed at Dairy Flat 
on 14/12/86, his smile was 

the biggest. A dream had come true. The sense 
of pride when she was
transformed into ZK-TEX and the tinkering 
began.

In memory of Cossy



Most weekends if she wasn’t 
fl ying Cossy could be found 
head down, arse up working 
on something. Perfection didn’t 
enter into the matter – it was 
perfection plus or nothing. He 
preferred American engines 
– British didn’t quiet cut the 
mustard. Yet he would spend 
many hours working on British 
engines.
Cossy was a proud member 
of No 16 New Zealand Wing 
Confederate Air Force. During 
the late 70’s through to the 
early 90’s he made many 
trips to CAF Head Quarters 
fi rst in Harlingen Texas and 
later to Midland Texas. He 
didn’t feel Midland had quiet 
the same feel nor atmosphere 

that Harlingen did. He was a proud Colonel and 
wore his uniform with much pride. He loved the 
fact New Zealand was the fi rst Wing outside the 
USA,
beating the Australians who would be No 17 
Wing.
Little know would be the fact he was for a 
time, not a Colonel. None the less I remember 
well the day he quietly showed me the letter 
from Headquarters in Midland, reinstating his 

membership and once again he was a Colonel. 
He particularly liked the “rebel” factor that saw 
the CAF formed.
In 2000 he was a foundation member of Flying 
Machines Downunder which would go on to 
become the Devon 21 Syndicate. Cossy would 
keep fi rst the Devon ZK-UDO, followed by 
the Dove ZK-DHW fl ying with his engineering 
wizardry. Around the mid 90’s he set up camp in 
his wee house and became a permanent fi xture 
in the air fi eld scene.

Gone West far too soon – will never be forgotten

            MGR

proptalk
The full colour issue of Proptalk in .pdf format will be emailed each month to all members 
with an email address registered at the club. 
If you have not registered your email address yet and wish to do so, please contact the 
offi ce.

If you wish to receive a printed copy as well, please contact the offi ce.

Members who do not have a registered email address will continue to receive printed cop-
ies.
Proptalk needs stories,  photographs, cartoons etc. each month. If you have anything you would like to 
share with the other club members this way,  please email it in .pdf, .jpg or .doc (not docx) format to the 
editor, Rudolf Struyck:  
 rstruyck@clear.net.nz   ph: 09 426 9762



THE ANNUAL SOUTH ISLAND TREAK

AUGUST 21ST TO 28TH

FLY THE BEAUTIFUL SKIES OF THE SOUTH

BIG JOL IS CURRENTLY WORKING OUT ALL THE DETAILS

BOOKING SHEET AVAILABLE AT FLIGHT OFFICE

DESK

BE IN FAST AS PLACES STRICTLY LIMITED

Stops are indicative
Only and subject
To confirmation



SOUTH ISLAND TRIP
Proposed stops – draft only

SATURDAY 21ST AUGUST

North Shore – Wanganui ... ... Lunch & Refuel
199 nm

Wanganui – Lake Station ... ... Overnight
149 nm

SUNDAY 22ND AUGUST

Lake Station – Hokitika .. ... ... Lunch & Refuel
97 nm

Hokitika – Mount Cook. ... ... Overnight
73 nm

MONDAY 23RD AUGUST

Mount Cook – Alexandra .. ... Lunch & Refuel
93 nm

Alexandra – Ryans Creek . ... Overnight
114 nm

Option to ferry people from Invercargill if Ryans Creek doesn’t suit some aircraft

TUESDAY 24TH AUGUST

Ryans Creek – Queenstown . Lunch & Refuel
116 nm

Two Night stop at Queenstown

THURSDAY 26TH AUGUST

Queenstown – Franz Josef . ... Lunch & Refuel (via Milford Sound weather permitting)
116 nm

Franz Josef – Hanmer Springs Overnight
128 nm

FRIDAY 27TH AUGUST

Hanmer Springs – Westport ... Lunch & Refuel
74 nm

Westport – Nelson ... ... ... ... ... Overnight
78 nm

SATURDAY 28TH AUGUST

Nelson – New Plymouth . ... ... Lunch & Refuel
144 nm

New Plymouth – North Shore .. ETA Aero Club Bar 0501 143 nm



Flightline Aviation North Shore

Keep your aircraft in a serviceable
condition.
One thing I’ve learned is that a small
amount of regular maintenance is by far a
lot cheaper than a large amount of irregular
maintenance. When was the last time your
engine was run at the normal operating
temperature of approximately 180°C in flight
and for more than 45 minutes? This is the
minimum oil temperature and time needed
to vaporise the water moisture out. Ground
running your engine will not expel the
condensation. If your engine is going to be
inactive for more than one month consider
having it inhibited.

Scheduled Maintenance
Do you have any maintenance outstanding?
If your fixed wing or rotary wing aircraft is
not being utilised over the winter period,
now would be a good time to get any
outstanding maintenance completed. Have
your aircraft ready for those sunny days.....

ARA
By keeping an Annual Review of Air-
worthiness up to date you are ensuring that
your aircraft complies with the latest
airworthiness directives and have any out of
phase maintenance completed. Book your
aircraft in now, and make sure you meet the
CAA requirements.

Incomplete Projects/Repairs
Have you started a project or repair to your
aircraft but run out of time or enthusiasm to
complete it? The team at Flightline Aviation
North Shore will help you get airborne.

Avionics/Instrument Upgrades
Do you want any of the following installed;
cell phone, blue tooth, GPS, 406MHz ELT,
flight following equipment?

Cabin Interior Refurbishment
Is it time for a tidy up of your aircraft’s
cabin interior? We can source either
genuine or approved after market interior
kits, and arrange recovering of seats in
fabric or leather.

Painting
Is your aircraft starting to look a bit worse
for wear? We can carryout touch ups – no
job too big or too small.

External Corrosion Removal
Is your aircraft starting to show signs of
corrosion? It may only be cosmetic now,
but don’t give corrosion the chance to get
out of hand. If left, corrosion could lead to
your aircraft requiring a new paint job or
even worse requiring new parts. We can
carry out spot removal of corrosion,
treating, priming, and finish coating.

Internal Corrosion Protection
Let us quote you a price to protect your
valuable asset from the environment by
applying a preventative corrosion inhibitor to
the interior surfaces of your aircraft.

Think that you can’t afford it? Come in and
discuss your individual requirements.
Deferred payment plan* or finance option*
available. * Special conditions and criteria apply

Russell Keast
Branch Manager



NEW MEMBERSNEW MEMBERS

We welcome the following new members to our club*:

We look forward to seeing you at the club at one of our social occa-
sions!
* subject to approval at the next committee meeting

Terence Friedrichs

Dean Andrew King

Lindsay Henwood

Roger Leadbeater

Philip Hamish Bell

Bruce Gibson

Aipopo Faaiuaso

Chris van Rossum

William Ayliff Gingell

Scott Edmondson

Stephen Richard Houghton

Ryan Chapman

William Morrison

Alan Chow

Tom Sidey

We Specialize in Textbooks and Flight Training 
Manuals as well as general aviation accessories 

for students through to Air Transport Pilots. 

Order online now at www.pilotaccessories.co.nz 
Email pilotaccessories@xtra.co.nz 

Phone or Fax 09 420 9892 
Mobile 027 490-4200 

ZK-KAT - Piper Warrior II: 160 Hp Lycoming - $215.00 /HR
Fully IFR: Modern All Digital Avionics

     Aspen 1000 Pro EFIS
 (2 x KX155 nav/com, K64DME, KMA24 audio, 

     KR87ADF, Century IIB autopilot), 
Colour Moving Map: Bendix King KMD150 with GPS VFR

PILOT ACCESSORIES



One hour “Intro Flight” - $460.00

Half an Hour “Intro Flight” - $230.00

Twenty Minute “Intro Flight” - $160.00

If you want something a little more serious get off to a

“Flying Start” for $1,420.00 you get:
                          >    3 hours Flying Instruction
                           >    Ground Tuition
                           >    Briefi ng Sheets / R22 Checklist
                           >    Landing Fees and Airways Charges
                           >   and a Pilot Log Book

Ever wanted the opportunity to fl y a helicopter?

Now you can achieve your dream  by taking an introductory fl ight

We are pleased to offer a range of ‘Introductory Flights’ to get a fl ying start or 
give as a present to that special person.

Vouchers are available and valid for six months. Only one option per person. No 
more than three hours previous helicopter fl ying experience. Payment in full in ad-
vance. Cash or cheque only. Prices include GST.

NORTH SHORE HELICOPTER TRAINING LIMITED

North Shore Airfi eld, Postman Road, RD4, Albany, Auckland

Ph: 09 426 8748  -  info@helitraining.co.nz



CPL Night School
Syllabus 2010

Timetable is subject to change – please call NSAC in advance to confirm that classes and start dates are as detailed.

Subject and Contact Start/Finish Dates Hours Duration + Exam Venue(s)
Please call NSAC to
confirm start dates

Principles of Flight Tuesday 4 May

/ Thursday 27 May

18:45-21:30

Tuesday and Thursday

4 Weeks – 8 Sessions

Aircraft Technical Tuesday 8 Jun

/ Thursday 15 Jul

18:45-21:30

Tuesday and Thursday

6 Weeks – 12 Sessions

Meteorology Tuesday 27 Jul

/Thursday 2 Sep

18:45-21:30

Tuesday and Thursday

6 Weeks – 12 Sessions

Air Law Tuesday 14 Sep

/ Thursday 30 Sep

18:45-21:30

Tuesday and Thursday

3 Weeks – 6 Sessions

Navigation Tuesday 12 Oct

/ Thursday 4 Nov

18:45-21:30

Tuesday and Thursday

4 Weeks – 8 Sessions

Human Factors Tuesday 16 Nov

/ Thursday 18 Nov

18:45-21:30

Tuesday and Thursday

1 Week – 2 Sessions

PPL Night School
Syllabus 2010 – Rotation 2

Timetable is subject to change – please call NSAC in advance to
confirm that classes and start dates are as detailed.

Please place your name on the list for each class you wish to
attend.

Subject and Contact Start Date Hours Duration

Please call NSAC to
confirm start dates

Air Law
Monday

12th July

18:45-21:30

Monday and Wednesday

2.5 Weeks – 5 Sessions

Aircraft Technical
Knowledge

Monday

2nd August

18:45-21:30

Monday and Wednesday

3 Weeks – 6 Sessions

Navigation
Monday

30th August

18:45-21:30

Monday and Wednesday

4 Weeks – 8 Sessions

Meteorology Monday

4th October

18:45-21:30

Monday and Wednesday

4 Weeks – 8 Sessions

Human Factors Monday

8th November

18:45-21:30

Monday and Wednesday

1 Week – 2 Sessions

Flight Radio Telephone
Operator

Monday

22nd November

18:45-21:30

Monday and Wednesday

1.5 Week – 3 Sessions



TWO WORKSHOPSTWO WORKSHOPS
AVAILABLEAVAILABLE

Two large workshops are available for lease.
Roller-door access to taxiway.

Would suit construction projects or storage.
One could possibly hangar a small helicopter.

For further details contact:

 BRIAN CLAY
 (09) 443 5732
 brian@pringle.co.nz



1 Can you sort these cloud types out 
into height bands in which you might 
expect them to form: altocumulus, 

altostratus, cirrocumulus, cirrostratus, cir-
rus, nimbostratus, stratus.
a low clouds (from near surface level to about 

6500ft agl)
b mid-level clouds (from about 6500ft agl to 

about 20,000ft)
c line up and wait  
d high clouds (above about 20,00ftand usually 

only in stable air)

2 During a cross country fl ight at FL65 
you are maintaining cabin comfort by  
use of the heater, but gradually fi nd 

yourself becoming sleepy, slightly dizzy 
and headachy. What is the likely causing 
this?

                       a carbon dioxide
b overheating
c hyperventilation  
d carbon monoxide
e hypothermia

3 Which of these components each 
form part of an aircraft’s automatic 
direction fi nder (ADF) system? (i) 

a cockpit display; (ii) a receiver; (iii) an 
aerial sytem; (iv) a transmitter; (v) a non-
directional beacon
a (i), (II) & (iii)
b (i), (ii) & (v)
c (i), (iv) & (v)
d all of them

4 What power settings should a pilot 
use in order to achieve the slowest 
possible airspeed while maintaining 

level fl ight?
a throttle fully closed
b throttle just cracked open to about 20% 

power
c 75% power
d maximum available power

5 The accuracy of a magnetic compass 
can be checked on the ground by a 
compass swing, after which a new 

deviation card is completed. This must be 
carried out at fi xed intervals as stipulated 
in the aircraft maintenance manual, and 
also after which of the following events?
a replacement of an engine
b additiion or replacement of electrical and 

radio equipment
c the aircraft has been standing on one heading 

for over a month
d a lightning strike
e the aircraft has been resprayed
f a hard landing

6 The surface wind given by ATC for 
take-off is 220/13kts. What cross-
wind component will be experienced 

during take-off from runway 24?
a 4 kts
b 2 kts
c 7 kts
d 10 kts

7 Which aircraft company produced this  
light aircraft designed to fl y without a 
vertical tail fi n?

a Ercoupe
b Slingsby
c Diamond
d Robin
e Grob

AV I ATO R  S E L F  T E S TAV I ATO R  S E L F  T E S T
A selection of brain teasers by James Allan, published by ‘Pilot’, Britain’s most widely read GA 
magazine. With kind permission of the author and Pilot magazine.
www.pilotweb.aero

1 a stratus, stratocumulus and nimbostratus
   b altostratus and altocumulus
   c cirrus, cirrostratus and cirrocumulus
 
2 d ( a defective cockpit heater can allow CO to enter 

the cockpit and breathing air contaminated by CO 
can give rise to those symptons)

3 a (iv and v are both on the ground)
 
4 d 
        
5 a, b, c, d, & f

6 a

7 d it is the 1980’s vintage Robin ATL

Check your answers here:



EVENTS CALENDAREVENTS CALENDAR
please  check  the  not ice  board  for  de ta i lsp lease  check  the  not ice  board  for  de ta i ls

21-28  August: South Island trip 
  For details see two pages in this issue.
  Briefi ng 13 August 1900 hrs

28 August:  Brian Langley Aerobatic competition
   For details see full page in this issue.

Bar open: Fridays- Saturdays- Sundays only

We have also introduced free hotdogs for the fi rst 10 customers at the bar, every second Friday. 
There are hotdogs for sale for $ 2.50 each on those nights.

 Any parties interested in participating in a club trip to these events, please contact:

Craig Vause:

Information on events is also posted on the information board in the clubhouse and 
on the Forum website.

Helen Clark would not have ap-
proved!! RNZAF B757 after a spec-
tacular low level display is escorted 
by two USAF F15 Eagles in a fl y past 
at Royal International Air Tattoo at 
RAF Fairford England.

The July Tattoo, the largest military 
airshow in the world was attended by
former President Ian Couper.  The 
display featured four jet aerobatic 
teams including the Red Arrows, 
Avro Vulcan, seven Spitfi res, four 
Hurricanes, two ME109s and the 
European debut of the F22 Raptor.



Aircraft Maintenance at Parakai Airfield 
Give your aircraft the attention it deserves 

• Aluminium and composite structures 
• Piston, turbine, turbo diesel, rotax 
• Maintain, refurbish, repair, import, projects 
• Maintenance management options 
• Independent Annual Review Of Airworthiness 

Transfer service/courtesy car available 
www.ParakaiAirfield.co.nz 

Call Bryn Lockie 021 681 900 




